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REPORT. 


Office  State  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  \ 
Cheyenne,  Wyoming,  Nov.  ist,  1892.  ( 

To  His  Excellency  the  Governor, 

and  the  State  Legislature: 

I have  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  information,  as  re- 
quired by  Laws  of  1890,  Chap.  5,  Section  1,  the  following 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of  this  State. 
The  reports  from  the  County  Superintendents  for  the  year 
1890  not  being  received  in  time  to  be  included  in  the  biennial 
neport  of  my  predecessor  in  office,  a table  including  the 
main  items  of  these  reports  is  presented  herewith  together 
with  similar  tables  for  the  years  1891  and  1892. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  all  the  schools,  as  shown 
by  these  statements  is  as  follows: 

For  the  years  1890,  - 7875  pupils. 

1891,  - - 8726  “ 

1892,  - 942^  “ 

indicating  a progressive  growth  in  numbers. 

The  tabulated  reports  from  the  Counties,  though  in- 
complete, are  published  as  the  best  at  present  obtainable. 
In  nearly  every  Count)’,  I regret  to  say,  complaint  is  made 
of  the  negligence  of  district  clerks  in  forwarding  detailed 
information  to  the  County  Superintendents.  This  difficulty 
will  in  time  disappear,  and  it  is  evident  that  the  school  law 
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should  explicitly  provide  for  returns  upon  legally  prescribed 
forms  to  be  promptly  and  regularly  made  by  the  district 
school  officers.  In  this  connection  I particularly  refer  to 
my  remarks  herein,  under  the  head  of  “New  Legislation,’ 
and  wish  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  appointment 
of  a Commission  to  prepare  a new  school  law. 

The  general  description  herein  of  the  schools  of  each 
County  by  the  several  Superintendents  indicates  the  condi- 
tions existing  in  each  of  these  sections  of  the  State  and  also 
shows  clearly  an  intelligent  enthusiasm  and  an  inspiring 
confidence  in  the  future  prospects  of  the  schools. 

On  September  tenth  of  this  year,  Judge  Nelson  L.  An- 
drews died  at  his  home  in  Buffalo,  Wyo.  He  was  actively 
identified  with  the  school  interests  of  his  County  as  member 
of  the  school  board  of  District  No.  2 and  later  as  County 
Superintendent,  which  position  he  occupied  at  the  time  of 
his  removal  from  our  midst.  He  was  untiring  in  his  efforts 
to  promote  the  educational  interests  entrusted  to  his  super- 
vision, and  from  a personal  acquaintance  with  him  of  many 
years  I can  the  more  fully  realize  die  loss  sustained  by  tlie 
community  when  so  valued  a citizen  is  called  to  rest  fiom 
his  labors. 


Public  Schools  of  Wyoming,  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1890. 
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Compiled  from  annual  reports  of  the  County  School  Superintendents. 
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CENSUS  OF'  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE. — DISTRIBUTION  OF 
COMMON  SCHOOL  LAND  INCOME  FUND. 

With  reference  to  the  requirement  in  Article  VII,  Sec. 
8 of  the  State  Constitution,  that  “provision  shall  be  made 
by  general  law  for  the  equitable  distribution”  of  the  income 
derived  from  the  school  lands  “among  the  several  counties 
according  to  the  number  of  children  of  school  age  in  each,” 
the  early  attention  of  the  legislature  is  requested  in  order 
that  these  funds,  amounting  to  $9,649.48  on  Sept.  30th,  ’92, 
may  be  distributed  to  the  several  counties. 

“The  school  age,”  as  defined  under  existing  law, 
would  include  all  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  twenty 
years,  inclusive;  that  is,  those  over  six  years  or  under 
twenty-one  years.  (Sec.  3949  Rev.  Statutes.) 

It  is  important  that  an  accurate  annual  census  should 
be  provided  for,  and  I would  suggest  the  enumeration  re- 
quired be  made  in  January  by  the  clerks  of  each  school 
district,  who  shall  keep  a book  of  record,  entering  therein 
annually: 

First — The  head  of  families  and  place  of  residence. 

Second — The  name  and  age  of  each  person  of  school 
aire  in  the  district. 

And  on  or  before  the  tenth  day  of  February  the  clerk 
should  certify  to  the  County  Superintendent  the  total  num- 
ber of  persons  of  school  age,  specifying  the  number  of 
males  and  females  separately,  found  in  that  district  for  that 
year.  An  oath  as  to  its  correctness  and  that  same  has  been 
made  of  record,  as  provided  by  law,  should  also  be  re- 
quired. This  can  be  taken  before  a justice  of  the  peace, 
without  charge  of  fee. 

It  would  then  be  the  duty  of  the  County  Superintend- 
ent of  schools  to  prepare  a complete  list  showing  the  number 
of  male  and  female  persons  of  school  age  in  each  district , 
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with  total  footing,  showing  the  number  of  each  in  the 
county,  which  list  should  be  certified  under  oath,  taken  before 
the  county  clerk,  and  transmitted  to  the  State  Superintend- 
ent of  Public  Instruction  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  March 
of  each  year.  A duplicate  list  should  also  be  certified  to 
and  transmitted  by  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
to  the  County  Treasurer,  for  his  guidance  in  making  ap- 
portionment of  the  sum  annually  transferred  to  him  by  the 
State  Auditor,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

The  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  should 
then  prepare  a list  giving  the  total  number  of  persons  of 
school  age  in  each  county  and  certify  same  to  the  State 
Auditor  (and  that  same  has  been  made  in  accordance  with 
law)  on  or  before  March  31st  of  each  year.  Thereupon  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  State  Auditor  to  set  aside  and 
make  a pro  rata  distribution  to  each  county  of  the  common 
school  income  funds  found  to  be  on  hand  in  the  State 
T reasury  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  dividing  same  among 
each  county  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  persons  therein 
of  school  age,  and  he  shall  on  or  before  the  twentieth  day 
of  March  transmit  warrants  to  the  several  County  Treasurers 
for  the  sums  so  apportioned  to  each  county. 

The  Count}'  Treasurers  shall  immediately  make  dis- 
tribution of  the  sum  so  received  to  the  treasurers  of  the 
several  school  districts  in  their  county,  dividing'  same  among- 
each  district  in  proportion  to  the  persons  of  school  age  as 
appears  on  the  duplicate  certified  enumeration  list  fur- 
nished the  County  Treasurer  bv  the  County  Superintendent 
of  Schools.  The  distribution  of  said  funds  to  the  several 
school  districts  should  be  completed  on  or  before  the  fourth 
Monday  in  April,  enabling  each  district  to  vote  such  addi- 
tional sums  as  may  be  required  for  school  purposes  within 
the  district,  in  time  for  certifying  same  to  the  clerk  of  the 
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Board  of  County  Commissioners,  as  now  provided  in  Rev. 
Statues,  Sec.  3965. 

Should  the  County  Treasurer  at  any  time  be  in  doubt 
as  to  the  census  report  of  the  children  of  school  age  in  one 
or  more  of  the  school  districts,  the  clerk  of  that  district 
shall,  on  demand,  produce  the  record  of  same  and  verify 
the  certified  list. 

The  few  detailed  suggestions  here  given  are  made  only 
with  a view  of  recommending  that  legislation  required  by 
the  constitution  be  adapted  to  the  school  and  other  laws 
now  in  force,  and  the  dates  given  for  the  taking  of  the 
census  and  reports  thereof,  are  such  as  would  enable  the 
various  school  boards  to  be  advised  of  the  amount  of  state 
school  funds  available  for  each  before  the  date  now  estab- 
lished for  voting-  the  amount  of  their  local  school  funds. 

March  31st  of  each  year  is  one  of  the  dates  now  estab- 
lished by  law  for  the  books  of  the  State  Auditor  and 
Treasurer  to  be  balanced,  and  is  a convenient  date  to  deter- 
mine the  amount  of  school  funds  to  be  distributed  in  any 
one  year. 

The  importance  of  this  matter  would  also  seem  to 
make  it  expedient  to  provide  some  penalty  should  the  clerks 
of  the  school  districts  fail  to  comply  with  the  law,  and  also 
making:  it  one  of  the  duties  of  the  School  District  Board  to 
see  that  the  census  is  taken  by  the  clerk  at  the  proper  time, 
and  should  the  clerk  by  disability  be  prevented  from  attend- 
ing to  this  duty,  it  should  devolve  upon^tbe  school  board  to 
appoint  some  person  duly  qualified,  to  act  for  the  clerk 
during  such  disability,  thus  securing  a more  infallible  com- 
pliance with  the  law. 

SELECTION  OF  TEXT  BOOKS. 

Concerning  the  important  matter  of  the  selection  of 
text  books  under  existing  law,  the  following  correspondence 
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of  this  office  with  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State 
explains  fully  the  situation,  viz: 

July  2d,  1892. 

Hon.  Chas.  N.  Potter, 

Attorney  General,  Cheyenne,  Wyo.: 

Dear^Sir — The  time  for  which  the  text  books  now  in 
use  in  the  public  schools  of  Wyoming  were  adopted,  expir- 
ing the  coming  fall,  I respectfully  request  your  opinion  as 
to  my  authority  in  calling  a meeting  of  the  several  county 
and  city  superintendents,  for  the  adoption  of  a new  series  of 
books  for  the  ensuing  five  (5)  years,  as  provided  in  the 
Session  Laws  of  1888,  chapter  72,  Schools,  chapter  4,  sec. 
3,  page  165. 

Is  it  imperative  that  said  meeting  be  called,  or  is  such 
adoption  of  text  books  in  conflict  with  the  constitution  of 
the  state  of  Wyoming?  Awaiting  your  reply, 

1 am,  very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  S.  T.  Farwell, 

Supt.  of  Public  Instruction. 

State  of  Wyoming,  ) 

Attorney  General’s  Office,  l 

Cheyenne,  August  31st,  1892.  ) 

Hon.  S.  T.  Farwell, 

Supt.  of  Public  fnstruction, 

Cheyenne,  Wyoming, 

Dear  Sir — 1 am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  July  2nd, 
1892,  in  which  you  call  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
time  for  which  text  books  now  in  use  in  the  public  schools 
of  Wyoming,  were  adopted,  expires  the  coming  fall,  and 
you  request  my  opinion  as  to  your  authority  to  call  a meet- 
ing of  the  several  city  and  county  superintendents  of  schools 
in  the  state,  to  adopt  a series  of  text  books,  as  provided  in 
section  three  of  chapter  four,  of  an  act  entitled  “an  act  to 
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provide  for  the  bonding  of  school  districts,  and  for  other 
purposes,”  said  act  being  known  as  Chapter  72  of  the  Ses- 
sion Laws  of  1888. 

You  ask  whether  it  is  imperative  that  such  meeting  be 
called,  or  whether  such  adoption  of  text  books  conflicts 
with  the  constitution  of  this  state. 

Your  letter  was  received  during-  my  absence  from  the 
state,  from  which  absence  I did  not  return  until  the  fifteenth 
instant.  Since  that  time  I have  given  the  matter  suggested 
bv  you  my  careful  thought  and  attention. 

The  text  books  now  in  use  in  the  public  schools  were 
adopted,  as  I am  advised,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  section  3911  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Wyoming,  by 
what  was  then  known  as  the  Territorial  Teachers’  Institute, 
and  that  it  was  provided  by  such  institute  that  the  series  of 
books  thus  adopted  should  continue  in  use  for  a period  of 
five  years  thereafter. 

The  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  at  its  ses- 
sion in  1888,  repealed  that  section  and  enacted  the  act 
above  referred  to,  section  three  of  chapter  four,  which  is 
as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  five  years 
for  which  the  books  now  in  use  are  adopted,  the  county 
superintendents  and  city  superintendents  of  schools  in  the 
territory,  shall  meet  at  a call  of  the  Territorial  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  to  adopt  a series  of  text 
books,  and  the  books  thus  adopted  shall  be  the  only  legal 
text  books  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  of  the  Territory 
for  the  ensuing  five  years. 

Section  eleven,  of  chapter  seven  of  the  constitution, 
is  as  follows: 

Sec.  11.  Neither  the  Legislature  nor  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  shall  have  power  to  prescribe  text 
books  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools. 
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The  evident  purpose  and  object  of  this  constitutional 
provision  was  to  prevent  a monopoly  in  the  sale  of  text 
books  to  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools.  It  was  undoubt- 
edly intended  to  prohibit  the  adoption  of  any  series  of  text 
books  for  anv  period  of  time  which  would  tend  to  reduce 
competition  among  the  publishers  of  books,  and  would  im- 
pede the  progress  of  the  schools  ot  the  state  bv  prevent- 
ing them  from  changing  from  time  to  time  to  such  newer 
or  better  text  books  as  might  be  published  and  come  on  to 
the  market,  and  be  more  advantageous  for  use  in  the  public 
schools. 

Undoubtedly  section  three  of  chapter  four  of  the  act  of 
the  legislature  of  1888,  above  referred  to,  contravenes  the 
spirit  of  said  constitutional  provision,  if  it  is  not,  indeed,  in 
conflict  with  its  letter. 

Touching  so  important  a matter  as  the  education  of 
the  children  of  the  state,  through  the  medium  of  the  public 
schools,  and  possibly  applicable  also  to  the  State  University, 
its  collegiate  as  well  as  its  academic  department,  the  ques- 
tion presented  is  at  once  of  considerable  importance  and 
delicacy. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme  court  of  the  state, 
in  a case  recently  pending  therein,  following  a long  line  of 
decisions  of  other  courts  of  high  repute,  that  prohibition 
upon  the  legislature,  such  as  is  contained  in  the  above  men- 
tioned section  of  the  constitution,  applies  onlv,  and  i pro- 
hibitory only  upon  future  legislation.  Therefore,  I feel  very 
clear  that  so  far  as  the  prohibition  upon  the  legislature  is 
concerned,  the  section  of  the  law  of  1888  would  be  valid 
and  in  full  force  by  reason  of  that  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion which  retains  in  full  force  and  effect  all  laws  of  the 
territory  not  repugnant  to  the  provisions  of  the  constitution. 

But  section  eleven,  of  chapter  seven  of  the  constitution, 
contains  a prohibition  upon  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
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Instruction,  and  is  imperative  in  its  statement  that  such 
officer  shall  not  have  power  to  prescribe  text  books  to  be 
used  in  the  public  schools.  If  the  statute  of  1888  confers 
upon  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  any  such 
powers,  then  I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  law  of  1888  is 
in  conflict  with  the  constitution,  and  therefore  at  present  of 
no  force. 

But  it  is  a matter  of  great  doubt  whether  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  under  section  three,  of  chapter 
four  of  the  said  act  of  1888,  becomes  a member  of  the 
board  upon  which  the  duty  is]  imposed  by  that  section,  of 
adopting  such  books  which  shall  be  the  only  legal  text 
books  to  be  used  in  the  public  schools  of  the  state. 

It  is  also  a matter  of  great  doubt  whether,  in  view  of 
the  constitutional  provision  referred  to,  the  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  would  have  the  power  to  even  call 
together  a board  to  do  that  which  he  has  not  the  power 
under  the  constitution  to  do  himself,  especially  when  that 
act  to  be  done  by  that  board  is  in  conflict  with  the  spirit,  at 
least,  of  the  constitution  in  every  respect. 

I have  heretofore  hesitated,  and  shall  at  all  times  hesi- 
tate, to  declare  in  my  official  capacity  any  statute  seemingly 
in  force,  to  be  unconstitutional  and  invalid,  before  the  matter 
has  been  before  the  courts  and  passed  upon  by  the  judicial 
authorities  of  the  state. 

The  question  presented  being  a very  delicate  and  close 
one,  and  about  which  there  is  in  my  mind  considerable 
doubt,  I refrain  from  giving  a positive  decision  as  to  whether 
the  said  section  three,  of  the  act  of  1888,  is  in  conflict  with 
the  constitution  or  not. 

In  view  of  this  situation,  however,  I have  the  honor  to 
advise  that  you  do  not  at  the  present  time,  call  the  county 
and  city  superintendents  of  schools  together  for  the  purpose 
indicated  by  the  act  of  1888,  and  especially  so,  in  view  of 
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the  fact  that  the  legislature  of  the  state  will  again  meet  in 
biennial  session  within  a few  months,  and  the  series  of  text 
books,  if  adopted  at  any  meeting  which  should  be  called  by 
you,  at  this  time,  could  not  be  put  into  uniform  use  until 
after  the  legislature  shall  have  met  and  adjourned. 

****** 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Yours  respectfully, 

(Signed)  C.  N.  Potter, 

Attorney  General. 

I would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  a grave 
doubt  existing  as  to  the  right  of  the  State  Superintendent 
to  call  the  county  superintendents  together,  as  provided  in 
the  act  of  18S8,  that  you  direct  the  attention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  the  matter,  suggesting  that  thev  harmonize  the 
legislation  of  the  state  with  the  constitutional  provision  that 
there  may  be  no  dispute  respecting  so  important  a matter. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  legislature  convenes  at  so 
early  a date  after  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  the 
present  text  books  are  in  use,  I have  deemed  it  best  to 
await  their  action  before  assuming  to  act  under  a section, 
the  validity  of  which  is  at  least  doubtful. 

FREE  TEXT  BOOKS. 

In  connection  with  any  proposed  new  school  law,  I 
would  urge  a provision  for  the  supply  of  free  text  books  to 
the  pupils  of  the  public  schools.  I quote  the  following  from 
the  report  of  the  Hon.  Fred  Dick,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  Colorado,  on  this  subject:  t;The  school  law  of 'the 
State  (Colorado)  permits  districts  to  own  the  text  books 
used  in  school  and  furnish  them  free  to  pupils  in  attendance. 
At  the  present  time  201  districts  have  availed  themselves  of 
this  privilege,  and  I have  yet  to  hear  a single  complaint 
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raised  against  the  plan,  while  very  many,  both  officers  and 
parents,  have  expressed  themselves  in  its  favor.  The  argu- 
ments usually  presented  in  its  favor  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows,  and  these  points  are  sustained  by  evidence  gained 
from  the  experience  of  districts  in  other  States  throughout 
the  Union,  which  have  for  years  owned  their  text  books: 

“First — A gain  of  from  25  to  40  per  cent,  on  first  cost. 

“Second — A gain  of  at  least  33  per  cent,  in  the  time 
the  book  will  be  in  proper  condition  for  use. 

“Third — Considering  first  cost  and  time  of  use,  there 
is  a gain  of  about  50  per  cent,  in  cost  to  the  community. 

“Fourth — The  classes  are  uniformly  supplied  at  the 
proper  time  and  with  the  proper  text  books. 

“Fifth--  The  very  unpleasant  distinction  between  rich 
and  poor  is  avoided. 

“Sixth — Increased  attendance. 

“Seventh — Schools  are  more  successfully  graded. 

“Eighth — A State  or  Count}^  system  is  more  easily 
carried  out. 

“Ninth — A very  great  and  unnecessary  expense  to 
teachers  is  avoided.” 

From  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  for 
New  York,  it  is  noted  that  during  the  year  1891  Delaware 
has  made  her  text  books  free,  and  that  Missouri,  Texas  and 
West  Virginia  have  adopted  the  system  of  purchasing  text 
books  under  State  contracts. 

THE  world’s  COLUMBIAN  EXPOSITION, 

The  schools  of  the  State  are  at  this  date  all 
earnestly  preparing  to  be  represented  at  the  Chicago 
Exposition  in  1893,  and  all  work  contributed  by  them 
should  reach  Cheyenne  by  Jan.  1st,  1893.  The  State  Com- 
mittee, A.  A.  Johnson,  Laramie,  Chairman,  J.  O.  Churchill, 
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Cheyenne,  Secretary,  give  the  following  list  of  what  is  de- 
sired for  exhibition,  i.  e. : 

1.  Large  banner  showing  State  school  system. 

2.  Chart  showing-  funds  and  revenues. 

3.  Chart  showing  school  enumeration,  enrollment  and 
attendance  by  Counties. 

4.  Chart  showing  women  in  the  public  schools. 

5.  State  map  showing  location  and  distribution  of 
school  houses. 

6.  Volume  of  Wyoming  School  Journal. 

7.  Volume  of  papers  in  the  State  arranged  by  counties. 

8.  Town  and  city  school  reports  and  courses  of  study. 

9.  Specimen  collection  of  text  books  used  in  Primary, 
Grammar,  and  High  Schools. 

10.  Scrap  books — one  showing  blanks  used  by  school 
officers,  one  showing  blanks,  reports  and  promotion  cards 
used  in  the  various  town  and  city  schools,  one  showing  pro- 
grams of  County  Institutes,  graduating  exercises,  school  in- 
vitations, etc. 

11.  Compiled  school  laws  of  Wyoming. 

12.  Photographs  of  school  buildings,  school  officers, 
teachers,  and  all  classes  graduating  from  the  accredited 
High  Schools  of  1892. 

13.  W ritten  work  and  drawings  from  the  different 
grades  in  various  schools  of  the  State. 

14.  Charts,  maps,  mineral  and  botanical  collections 
made  by  pupils. 

15.  Graduating  essays  and  orations  delivered  in  1892. 

Details  are  given  in  the  same  circular  as  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  work  to  be  forwarded  by  the  schools.  This  office  has 
requested  each  of  the  County  Superintendents  to  prepare  a 
county  map  showing  the  location  of  schools,  and  also  to 
ascertain  and  report  the  children  of  school  age  and  the  value 
of  school  property  in  each  district,  thus  giving  the  informa- 
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tion  required  for  the  preparation  of  the  banner  and  chart 
specified  in  items  Nos.  i and  2 of  the  foregoing  list. 

The  most  important  and  valuable  result  of  the  Colum- 
bian Exposition  thus  far,  has  been  the  celebration  October 
2 1 st  of  the  landing  of  Columbus,  which  was  participated  in 
not  only,  I think,  by  every  school  in  this  state,  but  by  the 
schools  of  all  of  the  states,  all  animated  by  the  same  com- 
mon patriotic  purpose,  and  marking  this  year  of  school 
history  beyond  all  previous  years  as  one,  wherein  at  one 
time,  all  of  the  educational  interests  of  this  country  were 
' remarkably  stimulated  to  common  action  and  in  the  best 
possible  direction,  and  comprising  in  its  entirety  a most 
noticeable  event  in  the  world’s  history. 

The  programme  of  the  exercises,  issued  by  the  “Youth’s 
Companion,”  and  universally  used,  was  most  excellently 
adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  this 
state  are  to  be  congratulated  upon  the  end  attained  by  their 
combined  exertions. 

NEW  LEGISLATION. 

Provision  is  required  bylaw  for  an  annual  census  of  the 
children  of  school  age  and  the  distribution  to  the  counties  of 
the  common  school  land  income.  See  remarks  in  detail 
hereinbefore  given. 

The  question  as  to  the  selection  of  text  books  is  also 
explained  in  another  place  in  this  report,  and  I do  not  hesi- 
tate to  recommend  the  adoption  of  free  text  books  under 
proper  restriction  or  regulations  as  to  method  of  purchase, 
for  reasons  given  previously  in  detail. 

Whatever  new  law's  may  at  present  be  passed  should, 
in  my  opinion,  be  such  as  will  not  disturb,  more  than  need 
be,  the  existing  laws  relating  to  the  schools.  Whatever 
ditficulties  now'  exist  are  not  so  much  the  result  of  poor 
laws  now  in  operation,  as  due  to  the  wfide  and  comparative- 
ly sparse  settlement  of  the  State,  and  under  present  condi- 
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tions  it  is  necessary  that  the  school  laws  be  simple  and  di- 
rect in  their  action. 

SCHOOL,  LAW  COMMISSION. 

With  a view  to  anticipating  future  requirements,  I have 
earnestly  to  recommend  that  a Commission  of  not  less  than 
five  persons,  competent  and  experienced  in  educational 
matters,  be  appointed  by  this  Legislature  to  revise  the 
present  school  laws  and  make  such  changes  or  additions 
therein  as  may  seem  necessary,  taking  also  into  considera- 
tion the  recent  legislation  of  other  States,  and  that  this 
Commission  prepare  a comprehensive  school  law  supersed- 
ing all  previous  legislation  and  submit  the  same  to  the  Leg- 
islature of  the  year  1895. 

This  matter  is  so  important  and  the  results  from 
changes  made  require  so  much  consideration  that  the  two 
years  intervening  between  the  legislative  sessions  can  be 
well  occupied  by  the  Commission,  and  an  appropriation  to 
pay  them  for  the  time  they  are  necessarily  in  session  will 
be  well  spent  in  view  of  the  results  which  can  be  easily  an- 
ticipated. 

I sincerely  trust  that  this  action  will  be  taken  by  this 
Legislature.  This  office  has  prepared  a written  compilation 
of  the  laws  now  in  force  in  this  State,  which  will  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  such  a Commission. 

The  preparation  of  this  compilation  led  me  to  the  con- 
clusion that  a new  and  complete  school  law  will  be  very 
valuable,  yet  at  the  same  time  I see  that  great  care  should 
be  taken  in  its  preparation  and  adoption,  and  can  suggest 
no  better  method  than  the  one  herein  proposed.  The  success 
of  the  schools  is  the  success  of  the  future  State  government  in 
a greater  degree  than  is  directly  apparent,  and  1 am  in  favor 
of  laving  a careful  foundation  for  future  excellence  bv  the 
adoption  df  a school  law  comprising  all  practical  modern 
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methods  of  instruction,  and  my  recommendation  as  to  the 
preparation  of  this  law  is  with  the  desire  to  place  Wyoming; 
in  educational  matters  in  a position  fully  equalling  any  other 
State  in  the  Union. 

THE  STATE  UNIVERSITY. 

This  report,  while  dealing  particularly  with  the  com- 
mon school  system  of  the  State  only,  would  be  incomplete 
without  special  mention  of  the  State  University.  The  ori- 
gin, purpose  and  present  work  of  this  institution  is  ably  set 
forth  in  the  annual  catalogue  for  the  year  1890-91  and  their 
announcement  for  the  year  1891-92.  These  catalogues  are 
mailed  free  to  all  applicants. 

I quote  the  following  from  this  catalogue  relative  to  the 
HUh  Schools  of  the  State,  i.  e.: 

“High  Schools  in  the  various  Counties  which  adopt 
our  academic  course  of  study  and  give  competent  instruc- 
tion in  the  same  will  he  enrolled  as  ‘Accredited  High  Schools’ 
of  the  University,  and  their  graduates  will  be  admitted  to 
the  freshman  class  of  the  College  of  Liberal  Arts  without 
examination.  And  also  into  the  first  class  of  all  technical 
schools  of  the  University. 

“The  following  High  Schools  have  been  enrolled  as 
Accredited  High  Schools: 

“Cheyenne  High  School,  Evanston  High  School,  Lar- 
amie High  School  and  Rawlins  High  School.” 

The  Act  of  Incorporation  of  this  University,  as  follows, 
shows  'the  high  purposes  intended  by  its  establishment,  all 
of  which  will  undoubtedly  be  realized.  And  as  the  reputa- 
tion of  this  University  becomes  in  time  established,  there  is 
every  reason  to  suppose  that  not  only  will  large  numbers 
of  the  youth  of  this  State,  but  those  of  adjoining  States, 
take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  there  offered. 

The  catalogue  of  1890-91  shows  an  attendartce  of  sev- 
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entv-six  students  in  all  courses,  which  number  has  been  con- 
siderably increased  during  the  current  year. 

Act  of  Incorporation. 

An  Act  to  amend  so  much  of  Chapter  One,  Title  Forty  - 
two,  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Wyoming,  as  relates  to 
the  establishment,  government  and  maintenance  of  the 
University  of  Wyoming. 

Be  it  Enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Wyoming: 

That  so  much  of  Chapter  One  of  Title  Forty-two  of 
the  Revised  Statutes  of  Wyoming  as  relates  to  the  estab- 
lishment, government  and  maintenance  of  the  University  of 
Wyoming  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Section  i.  There  is  established  in  this  State,  at  the 
City  of  Laramie,  an  institution  of  learning  under  the  name 
and  style  of  “The  University^  of  Wyoming.” 

Sec.  2.  The  objects  of  such  University  shall  be  to 
provide  an  efficient  means  of  imparting  to  young  men  and 
to  young  women,  without  regard  to  color,  on  equal  terms, 
a liberal  education,  together  with  a thorough  knowledge  of 
the  various  branches  connected  with  the  scientific,  industrial 
and  professional  pursuits.  To  this  end  it  shall  embrace  col- 
leges or  departments  of  letters,  of  science  and  of  the  arts, 
together  with  such  professional  or  other  departments  as  in 
the  course  of  time  may  be  connected  therewith.  The  de- 
partment of  letters  shall  embrace  a liberal  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  language,  literature  and  philosophy,  together  with 
such  courses  or  parts  of  courses  in  the  college  or  depart- 
ment of  science  as  are  deemed  necessary. 

The  college  or  department  of  science  shall  embrace 
courses  of  instruction  in  the  mathematical,  physical  and  natu- 
ral sciences,  together  with  such  courses  in  language,  literature 
and  philosophy  as  shall  constitute  a liberal  education.  The 
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instruction  in  the  practical  and  fine  arts ; especially  in  the  appli- 
cation of  science  to  the  arts  of  mining  and  metallurgy,  me- 
chanics, engineering,  architecture,  agriculture  and  com- 
merce, together  with  instruction  in  military  tactics  and  in  such 
branches  in  the  department  of  letters  as  are  necessary  to 
a proper  fitness  of  students  for  their  chosen  pursuits,  and  as 
soon  as  the  income  of  the  University  shall  allow,  in  such 
order  as  the  wants  of  the  public  shall  seem  to  require,  the 
said  courses  in  the  sciences  and  their  practical  applications 
shall  be  expanded  into  full  and  distinct  schools  and  depart- 
ments. 

Sec.  3.  The  government  of  the  University  shall  rest 
in  a board  of  nine  trustees  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor; 
three,  and  only  three,  of  whom  shall  at  all  times  be  residents 
of  the  County  of  Albany,  together  with  the  President  of 
the  University  and  the  State  Superintendent  of-  Public  In- 
struction, as  members,  ex-officio , as  such  having  the  right  to 
speak  but  not  to  vote. 

The  term  of  office  of  the  trustees  appointed  shall  be  six 
years,  excent  as  provided  in  the  next  succeeding  section. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor,  during 
the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  to  nominate,  and  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
nine  residents  of  the  State  as  members  of  the  said  board  of 
trustees;  three  of  whom  shall  serve  for  two  years,  three  of 
whom  shall  serve  for  four  years,  and  three  of  whom  shall 
serve  for  six  years;  and  thereafter,  during  the  session  of 
each  succeeding  Legislature  the  Governor  shall  nominate,, 
and  bv  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appoint  successors  to  those  of  said  trustees  whose  term  of 
office  shall  have  expired,  or  will  expire  before  the  next 
session  of  the  Legislature.  Any  vacancy  in  the  board  of 
trustees  caused  by  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the  State, 
or  otherwise,  shall  be  filled  by  appointment  to  be  made 
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by  the  Governor,  which  appointment  shall  continue  until 
the  next  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  no  longer,  “but  no 
member  of  the  faculty,  while  holding  that  position,  shall  be 
appointed  a trustee.” 

Sec.  5.  The  board  of  trustees  and  their  successors  in 
office  shall  constitute  a body  corporate  by  the  name  of 
“The  Trustees  of  the  University  of  Wyoming.”  They 
shall  possess  all  the  powers  necessary  or  convenient  to  ac- 
complish the  objects  and  perform  the  duties  prescribed  by 
law,  and  shall  have  the  custodv  of  the  books,  records,  build- 
ings and  all  other  property  of  the  University.  The  board 
shall  have  power  to  elect  a president,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer, who  shall  perform  such  duties  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
by-laws  of  the  board.  The  treasurer  shall  execute  such 
bond,  with  approved  sureties,  in  double  the  sum  likely  to 
come  into  his  hands,  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  hiS  duties, 
as  the  board  shall  require.  The  term  of  office  of  said 
officers,  their  duties  severally,  and  the  tiiues  of  holding 
meetings,  shall  be  fixed  in  the  by-laws  of  the  board.  A 
majority  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business,  but  a less  number  may  adjourn 
from  time  to  time,  and  all  routine  business  may  be  entrusted 
to  an  executive  committee  of  three  members,  subject  to  such 
conditions  as  the  by-laws  of  the  board  shall  prescribe.  The 
actual  and  necessarv  traveling  expenses  of  non-resident 
members  in  attending  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board  mav 
be  audited  by  the  auditing  committee  thereof  and  paid  by* 
warrants  on  the  treasurer  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the 
University. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  of  trustees  shall  prescribe  rules  for 
the  government  of  the  University  in  all  its  branches,  elect 
the  requisite  officers,  professors,  instructors  and  employes, 
aav  of  whom  mav  be  removed  for  cause,  as  well  as  fix  the 
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salary  and  term  of  office  of  each,  prescribe  the  studies  to  be 
pursued  and  the  text  books  to  be  used,  and  determine  the 
qualifications  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the  various 
courses  of  study;  but  no  instruction,  either  sectarian  in 
religion  or  partisan  in  politics  shall  ever  be  allowed  in  any 
department  of  the  University,  and  no  sectarian  or  partisan 
test  shall  ever  be  exercised  or  allowed  in  the  appointment 
of  trustees,  or  in  the  election  or  removal  of  professors, 
teachers  or  other  officers  of  the  University  or  in  the  admis- 
sion of  students  thereto,  or  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The 
board  of  trustees  shall  have  power  to  confer  such  degrees 
and  grant  such  diplomas  as  are  usual  in  universities,  or  as 
they  shall  deem  appropriate ; through  by-laws,  to  confer  upon 
the  faculty  the  power  to  suspend  or  expel  students  for 
causes  therein  prescribed;  to  possess  and  use  for  the  benefit 
of  the  institution  all  property  of  the  University;  to  hold, 
manage,  lease,  or  dispose  of,  according  to  law,  any  real  or 
personal  estate,  as  shall  be  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the 
institution;  to  expend  the  income  placed  under  their  control, 
from  whatever  source  derived;  and  finally  to  exercise  any 
and  all  other  functions  properly  belonging  to  such  a board 
and  necessary  to  the  prosperity  of  the  University  in  all  of 
its  departments. 

Sec.  7.  At  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  the  trustees, 
through  their  president,  shall  make  a report  in  detail  to  the 
Governor,  exhibiting  the  progress,  condition  and  wants  of 
the  University  and  of  each  school  or  department  thereof, 
the  course  of  study  in  each,  the  number  of  professors  and 
students,  the  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  together 
with  the  nature,  costs  and  results  of  all  important  investiga- 
tions, and  such  other  information  as  they  may  deem  impor- 
tant or  as  may  be  required  by  any  law  of  this  State  or  of 
the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  The  president  and  professors  of  the  Univer- 
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sity  shall  be  styled  “The  Faculty,”  and  shall  have  power, 
as  such  body,  to  enforce  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted 
be  the  trustees  for  the  government  of  students,  to  reward 
and  censure  students  as  they  may  deserve,  and  generally  to 
exercise  such  discipline,  in  harmony  with  the  said  regula- 
tions, as  shall  be  necessary  to  the  good  order  of  the  institu- 
tion; to  present  to  the  trustees  for  degrees  and  honors  such 
students  as  are  entitled  thereto,  and  in  testimony  thereof 
when  ordered  by  the  board,  suitable  diplomas,  certificates, 
or  other  testimonials,  under  seal  of  the  University  and  the 
signatures  of  the  Faculty.  When,  in  course  of  time,  distinct 
colleges  or  departments  of  the  University  are  duly  organ- 
ized and  in  active  operation,  the  immediate  government  of 
such  departments  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  entrusted  to  their 
respective  faculties. 

Sec.  9.  The  president  of  the  University  shall  be 
president  of  the  several  faculties  and  the  executive  head  of 
all  the  departments.  As  such,  subject  to  the  board  of 
trustees,  he  shall  have  authority  to  give  general  direction 
to  the  instruction  and  investigations  of  the  several  schools 
and  departments,  and,  so  long  as  the  interests  of  the  institu- 
tion require  it,  he  may  be  charged  with  the  duties  of  one 
of  the  professorships. 

Sec.  10.  To  the  end  that  none  of  the  youth  of  the 
State  who  crave  the  benefits  of  higher  education  may  be 
denied  them,  and  that  all  may  be  encouraged  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  advantages  offered  by  the  University,  tuition 
shall  be  as  nearly  free  as  possible,  and  it  shall  be  wholly 
free  to  such  students  from  each  county  as  are  selected  and 
appointed  by  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners  therein. 

Sec.  11.  After  any  student  has  graduated  from  either 
of  the  chief  departments  of  the  University,  and  received  the 
degree  of  bachelor  ot  arts,  of  letters,  of  philosoohy  or  of 
science,  and  has  had  a subsequent  experience  as  a success- 
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fill  teacher  of  a public  school  in  Wyoming  for  a period  of 
one  school  year,  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion shall  have  authority  to  countersign  the  diploma  of  such 
teacher  after  such  examination  as  to  moral  character,  learn- 
ing and  ability  to  teach,  as  to  the  said  Superintendent  may 
seem  proper;  and  such  graduate  so  tested  shall,  after  his 
diploma  has  been  countersigned  by  the  State  Superintendent 
as  aforesaid,  be  qualified  to  teach  in  any  of  the  public 
schools  of  this  State;  and  the  diploma  so  countersigned 
shall  be  his  certificate  for  such  qualification  until  annulled 
by  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

Sec.  12.  In  order  that  the  University  may  be  kept 
“in  a condition  of  full  efficiency,”  as  required  by  the  terms 
of  section  sixteen  of  Article  seven  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Wyoming,  there  shall  be  assessed  upon  all 
taxable  property  of  the  State  in  each  year,  as  heretofore,  a 
tax  of  one-eighth  of  a mill  on  each  and  every  dollar  of  the 
assessed  valuation  of  such  property,  which  tax  shall  be  levied, 
collected  and  paid  to  the  State  Treasurer  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  the  lev}',  collection  and  payment  of 
other  State  taxes.  Said  tax,  when  so  paid  to  the  State 
Treasurer,  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  said  board 
of  trustees  upon  the  warrant  of  the  State  Auditor,  to  be 
issued  upon  request  of  said  board  of  trustees. 

Sec.  13.  “The  University  of  Wyoming”  having  been 
designated  bv  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  the  proper 
institution  to  receive  and  expend  the  moneys  appropriated 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  thirtieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  ninety,  entitled  “An  Act  to  apply  a portion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  the  more  complete  en- 
dowment and  support  of  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agricul- 
ture and  the  mechanic  arts,  established  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  second,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two,”  until  such  time  as  there  may  be  an 
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agricultural  college  established  in  this  State,  separate  and 
apart  from  the  said  University  of  Wyoming,  assent  is  here- 
by given  to  all  the  terms  and  conditions  of  said  act  of 
Congress,  and  grants  of  money,  authorized  and  made  by 
said  act,  bv  the  act  of  March  second,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  agricultural 
experiment  stations,  or  any  other  act  for  like  purposes,  are 
hereby  assented  to  and  accepted  by  the  State  of  Wyoming. 
Except  where  other  designation  is  made  by  Congress,  all 
moneys  granted  or  donated  by  Congress  in  aid  of  scientific 
instruction  or  experimentation,  and  set  apart  by  the  Legis- 
lature for  such  use  by  the  University  of  Wyoming,  shall  be 
accepted  and  received  by  the  State  Treasurer,  and  by  him 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  said 
University  by  transfer  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  board,  for 
disbursement  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 

or  acts  of  Congress  aforesaid. 

<_> 

Sec.  14.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  15.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from 
and  after  its  passage. 

Approved  January  10th,  1891. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  University,  covering  a 
period  of  about  fifteen  months,  from  January  1st,  1891,  to 
March  31st,  1892,  shows  that  a good,  broad  foundation  has 
been  established,  and  at  the  rate  of  progress,  and  with  a 
continuance  of  the  interest  manifested  thus  far,  the  people 
have  reason  to  expect  a most  excellent  future  for  this  State 
institution,  and  a course  of  study  therein  will  form  a most 
fitting  conclusion  to  the  studies  now  taught  in  the  High 
Schools  of  the  State.  And  if  we  as  a people  believe  and 
realize  that  we  have  within  ourselves  in  this  State  all  the 
possibilities  of  a good  University  education,  the  self  respect 
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this  knowledge  brings,  is  a valuable  factor  in  the  future 
development  of  the  State. 

The  Wyoming  School  Journal , a monthly  periodical 
published  at  Laramie,  Wyo.,  by  Prof.  Henry  Merz,  is  a 
new  and  valuable  actor  in  the  educational  interests  of  the 
State  and  is  worthy  of  an  extended  circulation. 

UNIVERSITY  EXTENSION. 

This  represents  a wide-spread  movement  both  in  Eng- 
land and  America,  having  as  an  object  the  acquirement  by 
the  people  of  the  same  information  and  instruction  as  is  pro- 
vided in  the  University  courses,  not  complete,  but  as  nearly 
so  as  regularly  prescribed  courses  of  study,  lectures,  organ- 
ized societies  and  periodicals  can  contribute  to  that  end,  and 
resultingin  the  advancement  of  higher  education  both  within 
and  without  the  Universities. 

“The  Wyoming  University  Extension  Association,”  at 
Laramie,  Wyo.,  having  a membership  including  other  cities 
and  towns  throughout  the  State,  has  been  active  in  awaken- 
ing interest  in  educational  matters,  including  as  a part  of  its 
work  the  organization  of  a Stale  Teachers’  Association , 
which  brings  one  more  good  influence  to  the  aid  of  the. 
schools.  The  county  institutes  now  provided  by  law  are 
of  p;reat  service  to  the  teachers  of  the  State  and  thus  inci- 
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dentally  to  the  pupils,  who  are  correspondingly  benefitted 
by  the  interchange  of  ideas  and  methods  by  the  teachers  at 
these  annual  meetings. 

STATE  OF  WYOMING,  ) 

Office  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  l 

Cheyenne,  September  22nd,  1892.  ) 

County  School  Superintendent, 

Dear  : 

I would  like  to  receive  from  you,  to  be  included  in  the 
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biennial  report  of  this  office,  a brief  general  description  of  the 
schools  under  your  supervision  for  the  two  years  ending 
Sept.  30th,  1892. 

% * * * * 
Yours  Very  Respectfully, 

S.  T.  FARWELL, 

Supt.  of  Public  Instruction. 

The  foregoing  circular  sent  to  the  Superintendents  of 
each  County  has  been  responded  to  in  each  instance  as  fol- 
lows. No  particular  method  of  making  this  report  was 
prescribed  because  it  was  desired  to  give  expression  to  the 
individual  opinions  of  each  of  the  County  Superintendents 
without  restriction  except  the  requirement  of  necessary 
brevity. 

ALBANY  COUNTY. 

General  Description  of  schools  of  Albany  County,  Wyo., 
from  Jan.  1891,  to  Sept.  30,  1892. 

The  report  of  County  Superintendent  for  the  year  end- 
ing.Sept.  30,  1890,  stated  that  there  were  34  schools  taught 
in  Albany  Co.  the  preceding  year;  there  were  1,035  pupils 
enrolled;  34  teachers  employed;  $15,513  was  the  aggregate 
amount  paid  teachers;  $3.81  was  the  average  cost  of  each 
pupil  per  month.  There  were  twenty-five  organized 
school  districts  in  the  county,  but  only  twenty  districts  held 
schools,  and  two  of  those  schools  did  not  have  legal  number 
of  pupils.  During  the  following  year  there  were  two  new 
districts  organized  and  one  district  that  had  had  no  school 
for  some  time  reorganized  and  held  a six  months  school, 
hence  there  were  twenty-one  districts  represented  in  the 
county  report  for  year  1891.  There  were  37  schools  taught 
and  47  teachers  employed.  Aggregate  amount  paid  teach- 
ers was  $15,740.50.  Average  cost  of  each  pupil  per  month 
was  $3.84.  Whole  number  of  pupils  enrolled  1,108. 
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Daring  the  present  year — 1892 — there  have  been  42 
schools  taught  and  50  teachers  employed.  Aggregate 
amount  paid  teachers  $17,820.57.  Average  cost  for  each 
pupil  per  month  $1.88.  Whole  number  pupils  enrolled  1216. 
There  are  at  present  27  organized  districts  in  the  county, 
and  all  but  Nos.  18,  20,  21,  and  25  holding  schools  this  past 
summer.  There  are  ten  schools  in  Dist.  No.  4,  also  in  Dist. 
No.  15  and  in  No.  1 — Laramie  and  vicinity — there  are  19 
schools.  The  country  schools  are  small,  attendance  being 
from  8 to  25  pupils,  and  only  one  school  in  the  county,  ex- 
cept those  in  Laramie,  has  25  pupils  enrolled.  But  what 
the  schools  lack  in  number  they  make  up  in  general  char- 
acter. The  patrons,  teachers  and  pupils  unite  to  make  the 
schools  a success.  There  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  but 
taken  as  a whole  the  country  schools  are  doing  good  work. 
The  few  months  of  school  and  great  distance  pupils  must 
come  are  the  two  great  drawbacks  to  the  success  of  the 
schools.  The  city  schools  do  not  have  to  battle  with  these 
disadvantages,  hence  their  condition  is  vastly  superior  to 
those  of  the  country  districts.  Laramie — wherein  is  located 
the  only  graded  school  of  the  county — has  two  school  build- 
ings; one — in  the  east  ward — contains  13  school  rooms  and 
15  teachers  are  employed.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam 
and  supplied  with  water.  There  are  wide  halls  and  com- 
modious cloak-rooms.  Teachers  are  supplied  with  appara- 
tus suited  to  the  work  of  the  different  grades.  In  the  west 
ward  there  is  a frame  building  containing  four  rooms,  and 
four  teachers  are  employed.  So  much  for  material  advan- 
tages. As  to  the  work  done  bv  the  teachers,  one  need  but 
visit  the  schools  to  learn  that  there  is  an  active,  wideawake 
corps  of  teachers,  directed  by  an  able  and  cultured  Superin- 
tendent. The  latter  brings  years  of  experience  and  prepa- 
ration to  his  work,  and  hence  directs  with  wisdom  and  suc- 
cess. Several  years  ago  there  was  a course  of  study  pre- 
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pared  by  the  Board  of  Education  of  the  city  and  the  County 
Superintendent.  This  course  has  been  generally  followed 
in  the  schools  of  the  county.  In  the  country  schools,  where 
the  length  of  term  varies  from  three  to  six  months — this 
term  being  the  only  one  held  in  the  district  for  the  year — 
the  grade  work  as  laid  down  in  the  county  course  has  been 
imperfectly  done,  but  in  the  city7  schools,  where  the  teach- 
ers have  the  advantage  of  time,  the  work  is  thorough  and 
complete.  During  the  past  two  years  a special  teacher  of 
music  has  been  employed  in  the  Laramie  schools.  The  re- 
sult has  been  very  satisfactory,  the  pupils  making  good 
progress  under  the  direction  of  the  special  teacher,  and  in 
ever)7  department  of  the  work  of  the  schools  there  is  cause 
for  commendation.  While  the  system  of  the  county  has  not 
reached  the  high  standard  that  those  at  the  helm  desire, 
still  in  this  fact  there  is  hope;  the  teachers  are  not  satis- 
fied with  ‘-well  enough,”  but  aim  for  the  highest  develop- 
ment in  character  and  work.  And  thus  the  schools  of  Al- 
bany County  may  be  called  prosperous  for  the  present,  pro- 
gressive for  the  future. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  WRIGHT, 

County  Supt.  of  Schools, 

Albany  Co.,  Wyo. 

Laramie,  Wyo.,  Oct.  n,  1892. 


CARBON  COUNTY. 

In  answer  to  a request  made  bv  State  Superintendent 
Farwell  for  a synopsis  of  my  work  for  the  last  two  years, 
I have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following: — 

Carbon  County  is  large,  being  nearly  100  miles  square. 
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H ence  much  of  my  work  is  done  by  correspondence.  Have 
written  1138  letters.  Have  disbursed  $18,648.19  to  the 
various  districts.  Have  organized  3 new  school  districts. 
We  have  29  districts,  34  public  schools  and  3 private  ones. 
Five  of  the  districts  can  be  reached  by  rail,  the  remainder 
by  stage  or  private  conveyance.  Have  traveled  bv  rail  502 
miles,  by  stage  388  miles,  making  50  school  visitations. 
When  in  some  parts  of  the  county  all  the  schools  would  not 
be  in  session. 

Have  held  6 public  examinations  for  teachers’  certifi- 
cates, 36  teachers  being  examined;  21  private  examinations 
(a  defect  in  the  law  that  a teacher  can  come  any  time  and 
demand  an  examination) ; I have  honored  8 State  normal 
diplomas  and  1 University  graduate. 

When  the  schools  came  under  my  supervision  we  had 
but  2 graded  schools  in  the  county.  We  now  have  4,  viz.: 
Rawlins  with  six  departments,  Carbon  two,  Hanna  two, 
Saratoga  two  and  one  private  kindergarten.  It  has  been 
my  constant  aim  for  improvement  and  to  raise  the  public 
schools  to  a higher  standard.  I find  we  are  more  progress- 
ive as  we  have  better  qualified  teachers.  Many  of  our 
teachers  have  taken  a term  at  normal  school,  and  we  now 
have  over  the  county  5 State  normal  graduates  teaching  in 
our  schools,  from  the  following  named  States:  Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts,  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and,  last  but  not  least,  Wy- 
oming. And  still  we  have  much  room  for  improvement. 

Have  held  two  Institutes  of  a week’s  duration  each. 
In  ’91  had  a very  interesting  session  with  an  enrollment  of 
20  teachers,  conducted  by  Prof.  J.  R.  Rollman.  In  ’92  a 
session  of  one  week  conducted  by  County  Supt.,  with  in- 
structors as  follows:  Prof.  Rollman,  Prof.  Churchill,  Prof. 
I.  C.  Adams  and  Miss  Helen  C.  Tilton;  Lecturers,  Dr. 
E.  Stuver,  Prof.  Wedgw'ood,  Profs.  Churchill,  Rollman  and 
Adams; — with  an  enrollment  of  teachers,  31.  It  was  con- 
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ceded  bv  the  public  at  large  to  be  one  of  the  most  instruct- 
ive and  interesting  sessions  ever  held  in  Carbon  County. 

While  we  have  been  successful  in  much  of  the  work, 
not  in  all.  I did  not  succeed  in  organizing  an  Agassiz  As- 
sociation, nor  have  we  succeeded  in  having  the  Extension 
Course  of  the  Wyoming  University  taken  up  by  the  teach- 
ers in  the  different  localities. 

I have  made  mistakes;  hope  you  will  deal  gently  with 
them. 

I owe  thanks  and  feel  grateful  to  the  teachers  of  Car- 
bon County.  They  have  always  been  very  courteous  and 
respectful  to  me,  and  it  is  to  their  co-operation  and  assist- 
ance is  due  my  success  as  County  Superintendent. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MRS.  M.  L.  JENNINGS. 
Rawlins,  Carbon  Co.,  Wyo.,  Oct.  19,  1892. 


CROOK  COUNTY. 

Twenty-one  of  the  school  houses  outside  of  Sundance 
are  good  frame  buildings,  nearl}'  all  16x24  feet  and  nearly 
all  completed.  A number,  and  especially  so  in  the  large 
district  No.  2 and  the  independent  districts  4,  5 and  6,  are 
quite  well  furnished.  Six  buildings,  intended  for  school 
houses,  are  of  logs  and  of  various  sizes.  Some  of  the 
schools  are  held  in  old  and  vacated  dwellings,  and  while 
they  are  fairly  comfortable  they  are  after  all  onlv  makeshifts, 
but  I think  in  the  very  near  future  these  will  all  be  replaced 
by  good  substantial  frame  buildings. 

Districts  8,  9,  10,  11  and  12  are  new  and  each  district 
voted  such  amounts  as  thev  deemed  necessarv  for  runtime' 
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expenses.  All  of  the  above  until  one  year  ago  belonged  to 
No.  i. 

No.  i now  has  one  school  building,  at  Sundance,  of 
four  rooms,  two  of  which  are  occupied  with  the  public  and 
one  with  the  kindergarten  school. 

* * * * * 

The  idea  in  all  districts  is  a longer  term. 

JOHN  N.  HOFFER, 

County  Superintendent. 


CONVERSE  COUNTY. 

Within  the  two  years  past  three  new  school  districts 
have  been  organized  and  three  schoolhouses  built.  Some 
of  the  schoolhouses  have  been  furnished  with  more  conven- 
ient desks  and  seats,  with  new  maps  and  blackboards,  and 
improved  charts  for  use  in  primary  work. 

Our  Teachers’  Institutes  have  been  well  attended  and 
nearly  all  the  teachers  are  subscribers  to  one  or  more  edu- 
cational papers. 

The  reports  from  the  clerks  of  the  various  districts 
show  a better  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  school  year 
that  has  just  closed. 

With  increasing  prosperity  we  hope  to  be  able  to  have 
more  apparatus  for  the  use  of  teachers  and  pupils,  school 
libraries,  and  longer  terms  of  school. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain, 

Very  respectfully, 

MRS.  M.  J.  GOODWIN, 

County  Superintendent. 
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FREMONT  COUNTY. 

Fremont  County  is  a very  large  expanse  of  country, 
extending  from  Sweetwater  County  on  the  south  to  the 
Montana  State  line  on  the  north.  The  county  consists  of 
29  school  districts,  with  over  400  pupils.  Considering  the 
age  of  the  county  the  educational  growth  is  quite  marked. 

Especially  during  the  last  two  years  the  schools  of  this 
county  have  made  a pronounced  improvement,  both  in  en- 
rollment and  progress. 

We  have  as  a class  a higher  grade  of  teachers,  not- 
withstanding wages  are  steadily  on  the  decline. 

The  people  of  the  county  take  a higher  pride,  a deeper 
interest,  and  work  with  more  zeal  for  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  our  schools  than  has  heretofore  been  manifested. 
The  aim  of  the  people  seems  to  be,  to  furnish  comfortable, 
commodious  and  pleasant  school  buildings  where  the  vouth 
of  the  country  are  being  educated.  Most  or  a part  of  the 
school  houses  are  furnished  with  all  necessary  apparatus, 
such  as  globes,  maps,  charts,  etc.,  and  ample  blackboards 
are  provided.  The  buildings  are  well  ventilated- — in  most 
cases  have  clear,  pure  mountain  streams  running  at  a con- 
venient distance- — in  fact,  everything  conducive  to  the  health 
of  the  pupils. 

Lander,  the  county  seat  of  Fremont  Countv,  has  a fine 
graded  school.  It  has  opened  the  fall  term  with  a full  at- 
tendance of  eager  pupils.  The  building  itself  is  a fine 
structure.  Built  of  stone  and  fitted  to  grace  anv  town  of 
older  growth,  it  was  built  at  a cost  of  $4,500.  Originally 
it  consisted  of  but  two  departments,  but  during  this  fall  it 
has  been  so  reconstructed  as  to  admit  of  three  rooms  or  de- 
partments--a  principal,  intermediate,  and  primary  rooms. 
These  departments  are  managed  by  a board  of  three  com- 
petent and  thoroughly  able  teachers. 

As  the  school  has  been  lately  graded,  and  a thorough 
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course  of  study  arranged,  great  results  may  be  looked  for. 

The  people  of  the  pleasant  Lander  valley  may  well 
look  with  pride  upon  their  educational  buildings  which  give 
promise  of  so  much.  Where  but  a very  few  years  ago  the 
Indian  chased  the  buffalo  over  the  length  of  this  fair  “valley 
of  the  Rockies,”  now  pleasant  school  houses  dotted  here 
and  there  are  seen. 

The  central  schools  are  composed  of  districts  Nos.  2, 
4,  6,  8,  12,  16,  19,  21  and  28,  all  within  a radius  of  ten  miles 
around  Lander.  These  schools  are  mostly  new  districts 
with  the  exception  of  the  first  four  mentioned,  being  formed 
within  the  last  four  years.  All  have  good  comfortable  and 
attractive  school  houses.  No.  2 has  a fine  brick  school 
house  at  a cost  of  $610,  all  furnished  with  patent  seats  and 
desks  and  other  modern  conveniences. 

The  pupils  are  eager  and  energetic  and  will  surely 
make  their  mark.  The  winter  terms  have  opened  in  nearly 
all  of  these  schools,  or  will  by  the  first  of  November. 

Districts  No.  5,  14  and  15  are  situated  to  the  south  ot 
Lander.  No.  5,  near  the  celebrated  oil  wells,  is  situated  on 
the  Popo  Agie  River  in  a very  pleasant  spot.  Nos.  15  and 
14  are  situated  above  and  below  No.  5?  on  the  same  pleas- 
ant stream.  Still  further  to  the  south,  in  the  heart  of  the 
grand  old  mountains  within  the  mining  district,  nestle  the 
pleasant  little  schools  of  Atlantic  and  South  Pass,  and  still 
farther  on  to  the  west  are  the  schools  of  the  New  Fork  dis- 
trict. There  are  three  school  districts, -Nos.  17,  23  and  24. 
They  are  in  a little  world  of  their  own,  as  one  might  say, 
surrounded  by  those  tall  mountains  with  their  great  lakes 
and  wonderful  mountain  streams. 

Still  to  the  extreme  southern  part  of  the  county,  situ- 
ated one  at  the  mouth  and  one  at  the  head  of  the  Cotton- 
wood stream — a branch  of  the  Sweetwater  River — are  two 
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small  schools.  One  district,  No.  9,  has  been  formed  since 
1884 — the  other  formed  but  recently. 

The  northern  schools  of  the  count}7  consist  of  all  the 
districts  north  of  the  Indian  Reservation  line.  Embar  (dis- 
trict No.  11)  is  the  first  school  we  come  to  in  this  direction. 
It  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Owl  Creek,  in  a pictur- 
esque spot  surrounded  by  tall  cottonwood  trees,  with  which 
this  stream  is  lined.  The  school  is  small  but  progressive, 
with  an  intelligent  class  of  people  as  patrons. 

Fifty  miles  farther  north  we  come  to  the  schools  of  the 
Grey  Bull  River,  which  consist  of  districts  No.  3,  18,  25 
and  26.  Said  schools  are  dispersed  in  various  places  from 
the  mouth  of  Grey  Bull  River  to  the  foothills  near  its 
source.  District  No.  25,  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Grey 
Bull  where  it  empties  into  the  great  Big  Horn,  is  a new  dis- 
trict of  but  2 terms  of  school  with  but  8 scholars.  No.  26, 
next  in  order,  formed  at  the  town  of  Otto,  is  a new  district, 
but  in  a flourishing  condition.  No.  18,  still  farther  up  the 
stream,  is  a district  of  older  date,  with  but  few  scholars  but 
a very  intelligent  class  of  people.  Still  fifty  miles  up  the 
stream  is  the  Meeteetse  school  (district  No.  3)  which  owing 
to  the  neg-lRence  of  the  inhabitants  has  not  made  much 
progress  of  late  years;  they  have  no  established  school 
house  as  yet.  We  expect  better  results  from  them  this 
coming  season. 

Two  new  districts,  formed  last  year  and  this— Nos.  27 
and  29 — are  situated  beyond,  on  the  Stinking  Water  River. 
No.  27  held  their  first  term  this  summer.  No.  29,  at  Mar- 
quette, has  been  but  lately  formed.  Has  had  no  school  as 
yet,  but  will  hold  school  this  winter  term  with  a goodly 
number  of  pupils.  This  includes  all  of  the  districts  of  the 
county  whieh  are  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  educa- 
tion, there  being  two  districts  in  which  (the  inhabitants  hav- 
ing deserted)  the  schools  are  discontinued.  They  are  re- 
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spectively  No.  13  on  Beaver  Creek  and  No.  20  on  the  Big 
Horn  River.  There  is,  I am  sorry  to  say,  a deserted  school 
house  on  Beaver  Creek,  but  both  districts  may  yet  be  in  a 
flourishing  condition  at  some  future  day.  I think  with  an 
increased  school fund  the  schools  of  Fremont  County  would 
be  second  to  none  in  this  State.  The  objective  point  is 
scarcity  of  school  funds,  which  greatly  interferes  with  the 
length  of  school  terms. 

At  no  greatly  distant  day  Wyoming  may  be  proud  to 
class  the  schools  of  Fremont  among  the  first  of  the  State. 
Although  the  county  is  but  young  yet  there  is  great  encour- 
agement ahead.  For  the  best  interests  of  the  public  schools 
of  Wyoming,  I am 

Most  respectfully  yours, 

(Mrs.)  MARY  A.  MASON, 

County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 

of  Fremont  Co.,  Wyo. 


JOHNSON  COUNTY. 

In  attempting  to  make  out  a report  of  the  Johnson 
County  schools,  I am  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  my  deep  in- 
terest in,  and  general  knowledge  of,  the  educational  work 
of  the  county  for  the  few  years  past,  rather  than  upon  any 
special  data  which  I have  at  hand. 

As  you  know,  the  office  of  County-  Superintendent  of 
Schools  has  recently  been  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  Judge 
N.  L.  Andrews.  For  nearly  four  years  he  has  been  con- 
nected with  this  work,  and  few  people  in  the  State  have 
been  more  interested  in  everything  pertaining  to  educational 
matters  than  he  has  been  during  his  whole  residence  in  Wy- 
oming. During  the  illness  of  nearly  a vear  which  ended. 
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with  his  death,  his  interest  in  the  schools  never  flagged,  and 
almost  the  last  time  of  his  going  out  of  doors  was  to  see  the 
children  upon  “Decoration  Day.”  The  schools  of  our  county 
have  lost  a warm  and  devoted  friend  in  his  removal  from 
their  midst. 

I find  that  the  eight  districts  of  Johnson  County  report 
fifteen  schools  with  four  hundred  pupils  enrolled.  These 
four  hundred  pupils  doubtless  represent  a larger  number  of 
children  of  school  age  in  the  county,  since  in  each  of  the 
outlying  districts  there  are  pupils  who  cannot  attend  school 
on  account  of  the  distance  from  their  homes  to  the  school 
house.  Most  of  the  districts  have  very  good  school  houses. 
The  old  New  England  idea,  “First  a home,  then  a school 
house,”  which  for  a century  and  a half  has  made  the  New 
England  States  leaders  in  the  education  of  American  citi- 
zens, seems  to  have  taken  root  in  Wyoming,  or  at  least  in 
Johnson  County.  Indeed  the  white  painted  school  house 
itself  might  be  transplanted  from  our  Wyoming  county  to  a 
New  England  village  and  seem  to  belong  to  its  surround- 
ings. 

It  has  been  a pleasure  to  the  Superintendent  to  find  that 
nearly  all  of  the  districts  are  awake  to  the  importance  of 
supplying  to  the  pupils  the  best  help  possible.  No  school  is 
so  small  that  charts,  globes,  dictionaries,  etc.,  are  not  apart 
of  its  furniture,  and  our  district  schools  would  be  all  that 
could  be  desired  but  for  one  or  two  drawbacks  that  neces- 
sarily belong  to  a newly  settled  country. 

Very  few  schools  keep  a teacher  longer  than  one 
term,  and  the  terms  are  very  short.  The  progress  made 
by  pupils  during  a three  months’  term  under  a thorough 
teacher,  is  almost  lost  sight  of  after  a nine  months’  vacation 
when  a new  teacher  comes  in  who  must  “begin  at  the  be- 
ginning.” 

. It  is  easier  to  see  drawbacks  than  to  suggest  remedies. 

o o 
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But  the  one  effectual  remedy,  under  our  present  district 
school  system,  is,  I thinkr  being  applied  as  fast  as  possible. 

The  districts  are  seeing  the  necessity  and  adopting  the  plan 
of  “direct  taxation  to  give  longer  terms  of  school  where 
they  cannot  be  supplied  by  the  general  fund.  The  burden 
that  might  fall  heavily  upon  the  one,  falls  lightly  upon  the 
man}-,  and  it  is  found  that  money  is  never  better  spent  than 
in  training  the  young. 

District  school  terms  of  six,  seven,  or  eight  months  are 
taking  the  place  of  the  three  months’  term,  and  the  teacher 
has  some  chance  of  doing  a good  work  and  returning  to 
the  same  place  for  the  next  school  year. 

The  graded  work  of  the  Buffalo  school  is  much  better 
than  ever  before.  The  four  departments  enroll  over  two 
hundred  pupils  in  the  city  schools.  The  teachers  being- 
capable,  earnest,  and  enthusiastic,  are  able  to  arouse  the 
same  spirit  in  their  pupils. 

With  such  teachers  and  the  natural  growth  of  the 
city,  even  the  $20,000  school  house,  standing  in  the 
midst  of  five  acres  of  ground,  will  soon  have  to  be 
enlarged  or  supplemented  by  other  buildings,  and  Buffalo 
may  look  forward  to  advancement  in  every  department  of 
graded  school  work. 

Johnson  County  has  probably  $30,000  worth  of  school 
property,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  districts  that  have 
taxed  themselves  to  build  school  houses  will  not  be  unwil- 
ling to  continue  the  good  work  in  building  up  the  schools 
themselves.  No  better  way  of  building  up  good  schools 
can  be  found  than  by  obtaining  good  teachers,  and  no  dis- 
trict should  be  satisfied  without  the  very  best  that  can  be 
had.  The  time  has  gone  by  when  it  can  be  said  “anything 
will  do  for  a primary  school,”  and  the  very  best  talent  is 
demanded  for  the  little  children.  This  is  as  economical  as 
it  is  wise,  for  children  who  are  well  trained  at  the  beginning 
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will  not  themselves  be  satisfied  as  they  pass  on  to  higher 
grades,  without  a high  standard  of  teaching,  and  thus  each 
grade  will  he  kept  up  to  its  best.  And  is  it  not  a wise 
economy  which  will  enable  every  child  in  the  State  to  make 
the  most  of  himself  whether  his  talents  be  one  or  many? 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY  S.  WATKINS, 

Superintendent,  Johnson  County. 


LARAMIE  COUNTY. 

During  the  two  years  ending  September  30th,  1892, 
seven  school  houses  have  been  built  in  Laramie  County, 
one  ot  them,  the  Cheyenne  High  School  building,  at  a cost 
of  $41,700.00.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  has 
been  seven,  And  in  the  number  of  pupils  two  hundred.  The 
condition  of  the  school  buildings  in  the  different  districts  is 
as  follows:  In  number  one  the  buildings  are  convenient, 
comfortable,  and  are  kept  in  first  rate  condition  and  are 
supplied  with  all  the  appliances,  maps,  libraries,  etc.,  essen- 
tial to  successful  school  work.  In  district  number  two  the 
buildings  are  in  fair  condition  and  are  adequate  to  the 
requirements  of  the  district  at  the  present  time.  In  district 
number  three  the  buildings  and  schools  are  in  excellent  con- 

<D 

dition.  In  district  number  four  the  school  buildings  are  in 
fair  condition.  In  district  number  five  the  building's  are  in 
good  condition.  From  district  number  six  I have  received 
no  report;  the  buildings  in  the  district  are  poor  and  several 
schools  are  held  in  buildings  owned  by  private  individuals. 
In  district  number  seven  a new  building  has  been  erected 
during  the  past  year;  the  other  school  buildings  are  in 
poor  condition  and  are  inadequate  to  the  needs  of  the  dis- 
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trict.  In  district  number  eight  the  school  buildings  are  in 
poor  condition.  In  district  number  nine  the  school  build- 
ings are  poor  and  are  not  sufficient  in  number.  In  district 
number  eleven  there  are  no  buildings  belonging  to  the  dis- 
trict, the  schools  being  held  in  private  dwellings. 

MISS  ESTELLE  REEL,  • 
Count)-  Supt. 


NATRONA  COUNTY. 

Biennial  School  Report  for  two  Years  Ending  Septem- 
ber ist,  1892: 

Natrona  County  has  six  school  districts.  There  are 
nine  schools  established  in  the  six  districts.  At  close  of  the 
first  year,  September  ist,  1891,  the  number  of  pupils  en- 
rolled, - - - 130 

The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  Sept,  ist,  1892,  143 

Amount  paid  teachers  1891,  - - $E537-75 

“ “ “ 1892,  - - 1,926.50 

Cost  of  pupil  per  month,  1891,  - 5.62 

Cost  of  pupil  per  month,  1892,  - - 3.80 

Most  of  the  teachers  employed  have  used  the  new  sys- 
tems of  education. 

The  Kindergarten  method  is  successfully  used. 

With  the  exception  of  one  district,  the  discipline  has 
been  excellent. 

Civil  government,  philosophy,  chemistry,  bookkeeping, 
language,  and  the  higher  mathematics  have  been  taught  in 
the  schools.  Some  of  the  pupils  passed  98  per  cent,  on  a 
teacher’s  examination  at  the  close  of  the  school  year. 

The  parents  and  public  generally  are  interested  in  the 
schools.  Natrona  can  now  supply  half  her  schools  with 
home  teachers. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CORDELIA  M.  CHENEY, 

County  Superintendent. 
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SHERIDAN  COUNTY. 

There  are  at  present  twenty-one  districts  in  Sheridan 
County,  District  No.  13  having  been  annulled. 

District  No.  1.  The  original  first  formed  district  in- 
cludes the  village  of  Big  Horn  and  vicinity.  The  village 
school  has  two  departments,  primary  and  grammar.  There 
are  other  outlying  schools. 

District  No.  2,  recently  cut  off  from  the  Sheridan  dis- 
trict, is  situated  in  the  valley  of  Big  Goose  Creek.  This 
district  has  one  school  and  a comfortable  school  house. 

District  No.  3 is  in  the  southern  part  of  the  count)'. 
Its  one  school  is  located  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Pinev 
Canon,  among  picturesque  surroundings. 

District  No.  4 includes  the  valley  of  Columbus  Creek. 
It  has  one  school.  Its  sessions  are  held  in  a primitive  log 
school  house,  one  of  the  very  few  yet  remaining  in  the 
country. 

District  No.  5 comprises  the  village  of  Dayton  and  its 
immediate  vicinity.  It  has  one  ungraded  school. 

District  No.  6 is  situated  upon  Beaver  Creek.  It  has 
one  small  school. 

District  No.  7 includes  Sheridan  and  immediate  vicin- 
ity. This  district  has  a town  school  of  four  departments: 
First  Primary,  Second  Primary,  Grammar  School  and  High 
School.  The  schools  are  under  the  efficient  management 
of  the  Principal,  Prof.  B.  F.  Ogden.  The  synthetic  method 
is  being  successfully  taught  in  the  primary  departments. 
District  No.  7 has  lately  erected  a commodious  brick  school 
house  from  which  float  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  a banner 
presented  to  the  district  by  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 

District  No.  8 includes  the  valleys  of  Soldier  Creek 
and  Wolf  Creek.  It  has  two  schools. 

District  No.  9 includes  the  small  village  of  Beckton  and 
vicinity.  This  district  has  one  school. 

District  No.  10  is  situated  upon  Twin  Creek,  in  the 
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northern  part  of  the  county.  There  is  one  school  in  the 
district.  1 he  old  log  school  house  was  last  year  replaced 
by  a convenient  frame  buildino-. 

District  No.  ii,  recently  cut  off  from  the  Sheridan 
district,  lies  upon  both  Prairie  Dog  Creek  and  Cat  Creek 
It  has  two  schools. 

Disti  ict  No.  12  is  situated  in  the  extreme  northern  part 

of  the  county  upon  Pass  Creek.  This  district  has  one 
school. 

District  No.  14  is  situated  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county.  It  has  one  large,  ungraded  school. 

District  No.  15  has  this  one  peculiarity  of  lying  “Over 
the  Range’  from  the  other  districts  of  the  county.  It  has 
one  small  school. 

District  No.  16  is  found  in  the  valley  of  Lower  Tongue 
River.  This  district  has  two  schools. 

District  No.  17  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
and  has  one  school. 

District  No.  18,  recently  cut  off  from  District  No  1, 
has  one  school. 

District  No.  19,  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  the 
county,  was  recently  cut  off  from  District  No.  12.  It  has 
one  school. 

District  No.  20,  cut  off  from  No.  12,  has  one  school. 
District  No.  21,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  of 
recent  formation,  has  one  school. 

District  No.  22,  in  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  has 
one  school. 

MRS.  S.  MINNIE  PAXTON, 

County  Superintendent. 
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SWEETWATER  COUNTY. 

District  No.  i,  situate  at  Point  of  Rocks,  forty  miles 
east  of  county  seat.  No  school  here  at  present  for  lack  of 
sufficient  children  of  school  age. 

District  No.  2,  situate  at  Green  River,  the  county  seat, 
has  a $5,000.00  frame  school  building.  Only  three  of  the 
six  rooms  are  used  at  present.  Three  teachers  are  em- 
ployed at  salaries  of  $65.00  to  $85.00  per  month.  One 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  pupils  are  enrolled,  including  an 
accredited  high  school.  School  year  of  ten  months. 

District  No.  3,  situate  65  miles  east  of  the  county  seat, 
is  a small  country  school  held  in  the  upper  room  of  a section 
house;  eight  pupils  enrolled  and  the  common  branches 
taught. 

District  No.  4,  situate  at  Rock  Springs,  15  miles  east  of 
the  county  seat,  has  a fine  stone  school  house  costing  $20,- 
000.00;  two  stories  and  basement  containing  eight  rooms, 
principal's  office,  two  play  rooms,  store  room  and  janitor’s 
dwelling  house.  It  is  heated  by  steam.  Eight  teachers 
are  employed,  with  salaries  of  $60.00  per  month  for  prim- 
ary and  intermediate  teachers,  $70.00  for  assistant  principal 
and  $125  per  month  for  principal.  Six  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  pupils  are  enrolled,  including  the  high  school.  There 
is  also  a private  night  school  here,  with  an  enrollment  of 
twenty-four  to  fifty,  most  of  whom  are  boys  from  fourteen! 
to  twenty  years  of  age,  who  are  obliged  to  work  during 
the  day. 

District  No.  5,  at  Burnt  Fork,  about  65  miles  south- 
west of  the  county  seat,  is  a typical  country  school  with  the 
log  school  house  of  our  fathers,  has  an  enrollment  of  twenty 
pupils  from  six  to  twenty  years  of  age.  The  common 
branches  are  taught. 

District  No.  6,  at  Granger,  about  thirty-five  miles  west 
of  the  county  seat,  is  without  a school  building,  but  school 
will  commence  soon  in  a rented  building. 
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District  No.  7?  at  Vermillion.  There  is  a small  school 
held  in  a spare  room  of  a ranch;  eight  scholars,  and  the 
common  branches  are  taught. 

District  No.  8,  at  Henry’s  Fork,  about  forty-five  miles 
south  of  county  seat.  This  district  owns  two  log  school 
houses;  has  nine  pupils.  The  common  branches  are  taught. 
Term,  about  four  and  one-half  months. 

District  No.  9,  at  Hopkins’,  a new  mining  camp  about 
three  miles  south  of  Rock  Springs,  is  without  a school 
house,  but  the  Sweetwater  Coal  Company  kindly  donated 
the  use  of  a vacant  office,  which  makes  a very  pleasant 
school  room.  Twenty-four  pupils  are  enrolled;  the  com- 
mon branches  taught;  had  school  of  nine  months  last  year. 

MRS.  SARAH  SHEDDEN, 

County  Superintendent. 


UINTA  COUNTY. 

The  thirty-four  school  districts  of  Uinta  County  are 
scattered  over  a tract  of  country  extending  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  from  north  to  south  and  about  seventy-five  miles 
from  east  to  west.  Many  of  them  are  situated  at  a distance 
from  any  line  of  railroad,  and  reached  only  by  long  stage 
rides  over  the  mountains. 

Evanston,  the  largest  of  the  districts,  has  a fine  brick 
school  building,  with  well  graded  schools,  reaching  in  the 
upper  rooms  a high  school  grade,  where  pupils  are  pre- 
pared for  entering  the  Wyoming  University,  making  it  an 
accredited  high  school. 

The  Principal,  Prof.  J.  B.  Logue,  is  a very  pleasant 
gentleman,  as  well  as  a successful  teacher.  He  has  nine 
assistant  teachers  in  the  different  departments,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  over  six  hundred. 
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The  Almy  district  is  located  in  a coal  mining  region, 
and  is  the  second  largest  in  the  county,  having  an  enroll- 
ment of  five  hundred  and  ninety  pupils,  and  employing  a 
corps  of  seven  teachers.  There  are  Principals  at  two  dif- 
ferent points,  Messrs.  Wm.  Beveridge  and  E.  Stevenson, 
both  teachers  of  ability  and  experience,  and  the  schools 
under  their  charge  are  in  a prosperous  condition. 

Afton  and  neighboring  districts,  (often  called  Star 
Valley,)  although  situated  in  a remote  part  of  the  county, 
are  much  interested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  their 
schools  and  teachers  would  be  a credit  to  any  section.  They 
employ  about  ten  teachers,  and  enroll  about  five  hundred 
pupils. 

There  are  also  large  and  flourishing  schools  at  Coke- 
ville,  Piedmont  and  Big  Piney.  At  the  latter  of  these 
places,  a ranching  neighborhood,  the  pupils  are  so  scattered 
that  they  attend  school  on  horseback,  often  coming  a dis- 
tance of  six  or  eight  miles.  It  is  a sight  both  novel  and 
pleasant  to  see  them  dashing  up,  full  of  life  and  enthusiasm, 
and  it  is  much  to  their  credit,  that  no  school  in  the  county 
reports  a better  attendance  than  theirs. 

Many  other  schools  though  smaller  are  no  less  inter- 
ested and  flourishing,  and  children  often  come  long  dis- 
tances braving  difficulties,  of  which  those  in  thickly  settled 
communities  bave  no  conception. 

Over  fifty  teachers  are  employed  in  the  county,  there 
being  about  an  equal  number  of  ladies  and  gentlemen. 
Salaries  range  from  $45  to  $50  in  district  schools,  from  $65 
to  $75  in  larger  places.  Number  of  pupils  enrolled  is  a bout 
two  thousand,  a larger  number  than  in  any  other  count}r  of 
the  State,  according  to  the  last  annual  report. 

The  people  of  Uinta  county  have  reason  to  be  pleased 
with  the  progress  already  made  in  educational  matters,  and 
if  the  interest  thus  far  shown  is  continued  and  the  appro- 
priations as  liberal  as  in  the  past,  the  time  will  soon  come 
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when  the  children  of  Uinta  county  will  have  advantages 
second  to  none,  even  in  this  land,  where  the  importance  of 
education  and  the  advancement  of  its  interests  have  always 
had  a first  place  in  the  hearts  of  the  citizens. 

MISS  E.  F.  STRONG, 

County  Supt.  Schools. 


WESTON  COUNTY. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I write  you  a brief 
description  of  the  schools  of  Weston  County.  You  will  no 
doubt  remember  that  two  years  ago  we  had  but  one  school 
in  Weston  County,  that  in  Newcastle,  with  an  enrollment 
of  about  sixty  pupils,  and  employed  but  one  teacher.  We 
now  have  in  the  public  school,  Newcastle,  an  enrollment  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six,  divided  into  three  grades,  with 
Prof.  A.  L.  Putnam,  of  St.  Paul,  as  Principal,  Miss  E.  C. 
Patterson  and  Miss  Eva  Ogden,  assistants. 

On  a slight  eminence  overlooking  the  city  of  New- 
castle has  been  erected  a magnificent  school  building,  at  a 
cost  of  $10,000.00.  The  building  is  of  brick  and  our  native 
white  sandstone,  planned  by  Conver  & Porter,  architects  of 
Madison,  Wis.  It  is  beautifully  finished  and  furnished, 
thoroughly  ventilated,  and  heated  by  the  Ruttan  system. 
Of  her  school  and  school  building  Newcastle  is  justly  proud. 

The  first  school  in  Cambria  was  opened  in  March, 
1891,  with  an  enrollment  of  thirty  pupils.  We  now  have 
in  the  same  school  an  enrollment  of  about  seventy-five,  have 
nine  months’  school,  and  employ  two  teachers:  Miss  Luella 
Roadifer,  Principal;  Miss  Laura  Clay,  assistant.  At  Cam- 
bria, has  just  been  completed  a new  school  building,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,500.00,  which  is  well  finished  and  furnished. 

At  the  Beaver  Creek,  Briar  Hill  and  Gupton  schools 
we  have  six  months’  school  during  the  year,"  and  about 
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November  1st  we  will  open  a school  at  Merino,  with  an 
enrollment  of  fifteen  pupils. 

Though  our  schools  are  few  and  the  enrollment  com- 
paratively small,  I doubt  if  any  county  in  Wyoming  can 
show  a greater  rate  of  increase  during  the  two  years  just 
past. 

Our  motto  for  the  schools  of  Weston  County  is:  “Not 
the  largest,  but  the  best.” 

Very  respectfully, 

MRS.  J.  L.  BAIRD, 

Supt.  of  Weston  County. 

October  15,  1892. 


CONCLUSION. 

I have  endeavored  in  the  foregoing  pages  to  give  the 
public  a correct  impression  of  the  condition  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  State.  In  comparison  with  the  older  States 
which  have  a larger  population  not  so  widely  scattered, 
Wyoming  has  made  great  progress  in  school  matters.  We 
have  some  of  the  best  methods  of  school  instruction  now 
known  in  operation,  and  have  also  to  contend  with  difficul- 
ties incident  to  early  settlement.  The  apathy  and  inatten- 
tion of  some  of  the  district  school  officers,  while  but  a small 
fraction  of  the  entire  number,  yet  is  enough  to  perceptibly 
interfere  with  the  perfect  operation  of  a school  system. 
Should  the  Legislature  appoint  a commission  to  prepare  a 
new  school  law',  many  interests  are  to  be  recognized  and 
the  utmost  simplicity  and  directness  of  the  law  is  essential. 
Many  educators  try  to  do  too  much,  others  are  too  con- 
servative. Some  of  the  educational  ideas  receiving  atten- 
tion include  public  manual  training  schools,  a public  kin- 
dergarten with  incidental  implements  and  devices.  It  seems 
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most  important  that  the  public  schools  should  not  under- 
take too  much  but  rather  try  to  do  a few  things  well.  Text 
books  are  being  improved  daily,  and  all  methods  of  a pro- 
gressive nature  should  be  carefully  considered,  and  when 
deemed  practical,  should  be  promptly  adopted.  There  is, 
however,  nothing  that  can  take  the  place  of  hard  and  earnest 
study  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  of  the  schools  and  the  road 
to  knowledge  is  as  full  of  labor  for  this  generation  as  it  has 
been  in  the  past;  while  the  facilities  are  greater  the  multi- 
plicity of  things  to  be  learned  has,  if  anything,  increased 
the  scholar’s  difficulties. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STEPHEN  T.  FARWELL, 

Supt.  of  Public  Instruction. 
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County  Superintendents  of  Schools. 
1893=4:. 


County. 

Superintendent. 

County  Seat 

Mrs.  Sarah  Pease 

... . Laramie. 

Carbon  

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Jennings  

....  Rawlins. 

Converse  ... 

..Mrs,  M.  J.  Goodwin 

Douglas. 

Crook  

.Miss  Barbara  Gunn 

.....Sundance. 

.Mrs.  Stella  C.  Kirwin  

Lander. 

Johnson  .. 

Miss  Mary  S.  Watkins 

Buffalo. 

Laramie  ... . 

Miss  Estelle  Reel 

Cheyenne. 

Natrona  ..... 

Mrs.  Florence  Kennedy 

Casper. 

Sheridan.  .. 

. Miss  Bernice  Kvle 

Sheridan. 

Sweetwatei 

• ..Mary  A.  Clark 

Green  River. 

Uinta  

..Mrs.  J.  M Young 

Evanston. 

W eston 

Mrs.  Mollie  Baird 

Newcastle. 

Term  of  Office  of  Each  Expires  January  1st, 

1895. 

SCHOOL  LAWS  OF  1888. 

CHAPTER  THREE. 

Miscellaneous  Provisions. 

Section  2.  Neither  the  territorial  superintendent  or  any  person  in 
his  office,  nor  any  county'  superintendent,  nor  school  district  officer,  nor 
any  officer  or  teacher  connected  with  any  public  school,  shall  act  as  agent 
or  solicitor  for  the  sale  of  any  school  books,  maps,  charts,  school  library- 
books,  school  furniture,  apparatus  or  stationary,  or  furnish  any  assistance 
to,  or  receive  any  reward  therefor,  from  any  author,  publisher,  bookseller 
or  dealer  doing  the  same.  Every  person  violating  this  section  shall  forfeit 
not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  for  each  offense 
and  be  liable  to  removal  from  office  therefor. 

Approved  March  9TH,  1888. 

Published  by  order  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction , March 

1 sty  i8gi. 


